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In this candid and gripping account, President George W. Bush describes the critical decisions that

shaped his presidency and personal life.George W. Bush served as president of the United States

during eight of the most consequential years in American history. The decisions that reached his

desk impacted people around the world and defined the times in which we live.Decision Points

brings readers inside the Texas governor's mansion on the night of the 2000 election, aboard Air

Force One during the harrowing hours after the attacks of September 11, 2001, into the Situation

Room moments before the start of the war in Iraq, and behind the scenes at the White House for

many other historic presidential decisions.For the first time, we learn President Bush's perspective

and insights on:  His decision to quit drinking and the journey that led him to his Christian faith The

selection of the vice president, secretary of defense, secretary of state, Supreme Court justices, and

other key officials His relationships with his wife, daughters, and parents, including heartfelt letters

between the president and his father on the eve of the Iraq War His administration's

counterterrorism programs, including the CIA's enhanced interrogations and the Terrorist

Surveillance Program Why the worst moment of the presidency was hearing accusations that race

played a role in the federal governmentâ€™s response to Hurricane Katrina, and a critical

assessment of what he would have done differently during the crisis His deep concern that Iraq

could turn into a defeat costlier than Vietnam, and how he decided to defy public opinion by ordering

the troop surge His legislative achievements, including tax cuts and reforming education and

Medicare, as well as his setbacks, including Social Security and immigration reform The

relationships he forged with other world leaders, including an honest assessment of those he did

and didnâ€™t trust Why the failure to bring Osama bin Laden to justice ranks as his biggest

disappointment and why his success in denying the terrorists their fondest wishâ€”attacking America

againâ€”is among his proudest achievements   A groundbreaking new brand of presidential memoir,

Decision Points will captivate supporters, surprise critics, and change perspectives on eight

remarkable years in American historyâ€”and on the man at the center of events.Since leaving office,

President George W. Bush has led the George W. Bush Presidential Center at Southern Methodist

University in Dallas, Texas. The center includes an active policy institute working to advance

initiatives in the fields of education reform, global health, economic growth, and human freedom,

with a special emphasis on promoting social entrepreneurship and creating opportunities for women

around the world. It will also house an official government archive and a state-of-the-art museum

that will open in 2013.
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So first off I'm pretty left. I didn't buy this book with the intention of hating President Bush. In fact

despite the policy problems and the damage to the economy under his administration I don't "hate"

him or anyone.So with that being said I found it nice to gain a personal perspective with a person

who is challenged daily with decisions the average person couldn't fathom. What makes this man

and his mind work? Why did he make choices that made me so angry? Why did the press

constantly berate him regardless of what he did? These things I wanted answers on and I got them

in this book.There are many things that none of us ever hear about and those things were better

clarified here. I can understand the challenges the man faced and from a historical perspective I

actually feel I've learned a lot about the way the upper ranks of US Government act in the present

day. I've seen some comments on here about not telling the truth and whatnot but feel those are

from left wing fanatics that just cant open their mind to the truth that a president is a human.The

writing at times is somewhat childish but I'm also happy it's not over the wall in a "Rhodes Scholar"

kind of way. It's in a basic story telling format with dips and dives into major events that we all know

about by now if we've bothered to buy this book. I'm happy that it's not a bang on the drums

Republican story that tries to shove ideals down my throat. In fact it's simply this man sharing what

he feels and why he did what he did. I was particularly drawn to the Stem Cell chapter because I

followed that closely when it happened and always felt the president was lambasted for the press,

the Democratic party, and the bloggers benefit.



The book is written thematically, not chronologically. This is important because it gives the book a

much different flavor than one that is written month by month, and year by year. This book was not

ghost written. This is his hand and his words, and it comes through on every page - all 512 of them.I

had no expectations when I opened the cover other than to enjoy the book. I found it was written

with a wonderful light hand, Bush being a story teller, no question about it. And he pulls no punches,

he tells you the real deal and he does not filter it. Other people will write pro and con on this book

depending upon their political filters. There will be none of that here. I am only interested in enjoying

a book and telling you that you will also or maybe not.I am going to give you a flavoring of the book

and you will know immediately if this is for you:* In the Presidency there are no do-over's* Quitting

drinking was one of the toughest decisions he ever made* It wouldn't be the last time the student

George Bush slept through a Yale lecture* He says he had the same personality as his mother. He

would needle people to show affection and to make a point. He flares up rapidly. He and his mother

both can be real blunt, a trait that gets them into trouble from time to time* Bush was enormously

influenced by a history teacher on crutches at his prep school which was Andover Phillips Academy

in Mass. His name was Tom Lyons (crippled by polio), and he nurtured, he hectored, he praised,

and demanded a lot. He instilled in George Bush a love of history that remained with him throughout

a lifetime.* Reverend William Sloan Coffin was a contemporary of the president's father, George

HW Bush while both were at Yale.
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